22                     INTRODUCTORY

their power from secret Party Funds and from
the usurpation both of executive and legislative
authority by a combination of ministers who alone
know the obligations of their party to secret sub-
sidisers. If the history of the Liberal party funds
for the last ten years were published we should know
much better how we are governed and misgoverned.
This subject demands a chapter to itself.

One other chapter (namely that on Liberty in re-
gard to women) demands explanation. It is logically
indefensible to separate women as individuals from
men and the family group. Yet the vagaries of
modern thought and legislation have in fact induced
a real segregation of women with property from
women without property or earning power. The
suffrage agitation has also raised points which
demand separate treatment.

Fitzjames Stephen warned all lovers of Liberty
that their principal danger was Quietism. He con-
sidered that if minorities could not protect them-
selves they were scarcely worth consideration. If
Liberty merely reposes on an absence of really
strong convictions in the community or on a collec-
tive conviction that the peace of invariable com-
promise must in all circumstances and at all costs
be maintained then it is in a state of unstable
equilibrium. Those who seek for the community
the same sort of existence, free from accidents and
disturbance, that Metchnikoff prescribes for the
longevity of the individual, must not ignore the
history of China or the prophecies of the late Charles
Pearson. Such societies are either broken up from
without or destroyed by bureaucrats from within,